Annual Review
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Director’s Message
2020 will go down in history as a seminal year and a year of
great economic and social change with the impacts of COVID-19,
Brexit and climate change culminating in flooding earlier in
the year. None of us are immune either personally or in a work
environment and changes will be a huge factor in our lives
going forward.

As your Product Association we are determined, in conjunction
with the MPA, to take our great message to Government, Devolved
Administrations, Housing Associations, Fire Authorities, Insurers,
Developers, Architects and Specifiers to name a few to at least
create an ‘even playing field’ for our Members in these difficult and
unprecedented times.

The Green agenda and lobbying are a major influence on future policy
and this is liable to increase over the coming months and years, which
will most definitely affect our industry. We need to be in a position to
defend our credentials on matters such as CO2, Sustainability, Fire and
how most precast products are local and readily available. The battle
for market share against competitor materials such as timber, steel
and plastics must be faced head on with robust information, credible
lobbying and innovation.

Finally, I would like to thank all our Members for their continued
support and engagement and wish you all the best in what is likely
to be an interesting 2021.
Phil Cox
Director - British Precast

This is a time for us all to come together, resist and push back against
the ‘bad press’, political landscape and sentiment against concrete and
concrete products. The recent UK Concrete publication on Zero Carbon
and beyond is an excellent start and shows when we all pull together
what can be produced and put us on the front foot.
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Health & Safety
The importance of Health & Safety to British Precast is made clear by it being a condition of membership
to be a signatory to the Health & Safety Charter. It is part of our overarching “Raising the Bar” philosophy
which seeks to encourage and enable best practice in precast concrete manufacturing.

To achieve best practice there are many initiatives that have been
progressed in the last year under the oversight of the British Precast
Health & Safety Steering Group and MPA Health & Safety strategy. All
members are welcome to attend or be corresponding participants. We
are also grateful for the Health and Safety Executive’s (HSE) ongoing
contribution to the meetings.
Vision Zero
The ‘Vision Zero’, Values, Strategy, Hard Targets and Leading Indicators
proposals for 2020 -2025 have now been launched. These will ensure
that ‘The Fatal 6’ remains as the centre of our H&S strategy, that both
safety and health are represented and a shift in focus towards leading
indicators. Work is now underway to define the reporting and data
collection requirements for the new hard targets and leading indicators.
The Fatal 6
‘The Fatal 6’ is the focus of the Mineral Products Association (MPA)/British
Precast Health & Safety strategy and Working Groups are established for
each of the six high consequence hazards:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Contact with moving machinery and isolation.
Workplace transport and pedestrian interface.
Work at Height.
Workplace Respirable Crystalline Silica (RCS)
Struck by moving or falling objects.
Road Traffic Accidents.

British Precast are represented on each of the Working Group to
ensure that work programmes and outputs are relevant to British
Precast members operations. As ‘The Fatal 6’ hazards are not new and
there is generally plenty of guidance already available, the focus is on
implementation, communication, sharing good practice and raising
awareness.
Safer by Sharing
A programme of ‘Safer by Sharing’ seminars are provided for members
each year. The 2020 programme was based on two of ‘The Fatal 6’ topics:
Respirable Crystalline Silica and Workplace Transport and Pedestrian
Interface. As it has not been possible to run the physical events in
2020 due to COVID-19, a series of online webinars have been delivered
during the Autumn. Each topic was presented on four different dates
with speakers from 3M, Trolex, Hanson and Rock and Road Training. The
webinars are open to both members and non-members to promote
sharing of knowledge and raising awareness. Members are encouraged
to share their own initiatives as well as incidents and near misses to
promote collective learning. Members are encouraged to share incident
alerts including those high potential near misses via the Safequarry/
Safeprecast websites. This ensures that learning points are shared across
the membership.
Safer and Healthier by Leadership
MPA and British Precast continue to promote the Safer and Healthier by
Leadership (SHBL) Workshops as we believe that leadership is essential to
improving health and safety performance. The delegates/organisations
participating in these workshops will now be monitored as one of the
new leading indicators for safety leadership. The physical workshop dates
scheduled in 2020 have been cancelled due to COVID-19, but we are

able to offer the SHBL Workshops for online delivery. These are delivered
using the Microsoft Teams platform and can accommodate up to 12
participants. Attendees are registered with IOSH and the SHBL course
content satisfies the IOSH Leading Safely criteria. Delegate feedback
from the first two online workshops has been very positive. If you are
interested in attending one of the open workshops or arranging a
workshop specifically for your company, please contact:
tony.entwistle@mineralproducts.org for further details.
Safer by Competence
The HSE has made clear that a competent workforce is a safe workforce
and British Precast has an initiative called ‘Safer by Competence’.
Competency is not achieved only through training, and in fact might
not require any training whatsoever. Competency is understanding
and application of knowledge. The ‘Safer by Competence’ scheme is
about employers having a competent workforce and being able to
demonstrate this. We are working with external training providers and
competency assessors to increase provision.
Safe Transport
Guidance on safe transport has been developed over recent years with
us serving members’ interests on the Building Products Delivery Working
Group (BPDWG). Safe transport remains at the forefront of Health & Safety
initiatives and indeed moving vehicles forms part of the ‘The Fatal 6’.
Respirable Crystalline Silica
Respirable Crystalline Silica is one of the MPA/British Precast ‘The Fatal 6’
high consequence hazards which statistics show, are responsible for the
majority of fatalities in the industry. British Precast members contribute
data on workplace RCS exposure to the European wide NePSi database
with the latest two-year reporting cycle ending in September 2020.
Further information and resources on the hazards and control of dust and
RCS can be found at Safequarry.com
Code of Practice
Installation: The British Precast Architectural and Structural (BPAS) ‘Code
of Practice’ for the safe installation of architectural and structural precast
concrete and associated components is designed to replace the now
dated separate codes from the Architectural Cladding Association (ACA)
and Structural Precast Association (SPA). The Code gives a guide to the
current good practice for the installation of all types of architectural
and structural precast concrete, committed to putting health & safety
of workforce, customers, and the general public at the forefront of
production and installation activities. Installation of architectural and
structural precast concrete components is acknowledged to be a
potentially high-risk activity, as it involves the use of heavy plant, cranes
and personnel working at height. This ‘Code of Practice’ is, therefore, used
as the basis for the training of installers and supervisors to ensure that all
have the skills and competence to carry out their roles in a safe manner.
Charge – HSE committee for manufacturing
sectors including glass, ceramics and concrete
The HSE CHARGE strategy for the manufacturing sector of which we are
a part, includes statistical data collection, sharing of incidents and the
concept of `Safer by Competence`. The only one of these not covered
above is statistical data. Our statistical data collection for 2019 shows a
fall in the 12-month rolling LTIFR over a 5-year period from less than 6 to
less than 5 across all British Precast.
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Health & Safety
Safety and Health Awareness Days (SHADs)
SHAD for operatives took place in late 2019 at Jury’s Inn, East Midland
Airport. The day covered topics such as HAV, Isolation, Respiratory
Protective Equipment (RPE), Mental Health awareness and the Safe
Precast app. Over 60 delegates attended workshops from industry
experts including HSE, VENT – Leicestershire Fire and Rescue and The
Samaritans.
In conjunction with CHARGE – 2019 SHAD Leadership event, in
partnership with the Health and Safety Executive (HSE) was held at the
Jurys Inn, East Midlands Airport on 28th November.
British Precast, joined by Stone Federation Great Britain, British Ceramic
Confederation, British Glass and the Glass & Glazing Federation saw
over 100 delegates attend presentations given by members of each
organisation and a selection of representatives from the HSE focusing on
the positive leadership and management behaviours that drive improved
health and safety performance. The day included HSE expert speakers,
industry case studies and a legal perspective. Delegates explored how
effective health and safety leadership and management arrangements
can deliver legal compliance, help to create a happy, motivated and
productive workforce while minimising costly accidents and incidents.
SHAD events remain a key facet of improving safety awareness but
regrettably no events took place in 2020 due to COVID-19. It is the
intention, in conjunction with MPA to run events in 2021.

Health & Safety Charter
All members of British Precast are signatories of our Health
& Safety Charter. Members pledge to reduce accidents, both
in terms of number and severity, to improve the overall
health and safety of all those involved in our industry and to
work towards the long-term aim of causing zero harm.
Charter commitments include:
•

An expectation of ‘ZERO HARM’ to all.

•

Adopt ‘The Fatal 6’.

•

Commit to tough leading indicators.

•

Continuous improvement in accident severity ratio.

•

Development, implementation or maintenance of a strategy
for Health and Safety initiatives and related training, and to
manage our Health and Safety needs with competent staff
appropriate to the needs of the organisation.

•

Implementation of maintenance of structured, inclusive
Health and Safety meetings, with effective and appropriate
consultation in line with our organisational needs.

•

Submission of quarterly statistics to British Precast.
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MPA/British Precast Health & Safety Conference and Awards
With the theme of ‘Look, Listen, Learn, Lead’, MPA & British Precasts first
virtual Health & Safety Leadership Conference took place on Wednesday
11th November, hosted by BBC Radio Presenter Sybil Ruscoe. The event
launched MPA’s new ‘Vision Zero’, together with the associated values,
strategies, targets and focussed on the leadership and behavioural
change required to deliver them, drawing on the insights of leaders
from within the industry and the workforce. Contributors also talked
about what they had learnt, managing, and adapting to an environment
changed by COVID-19. This conference was the launch of Vision Zero.
COVID-19
2020 has been a year like no other. Whilst the primary concern at the
start of the year was Brexit, by March, the COVID-19 pandemic had
become the headline. MPA/British Precast has endeavoured to continue
operating throughout the initial lockdown and pausing of production
to support members with relevant advice and information. COVID-19
guidance was issued in May with pocketbooks for both managers and
employees distributed to members in digital and printed versions. We
have also encouraged members to share any good practice ideas and
these have been communicated via the regular Task Force Bulletins
and the Safequarry/Safeprecast websites. Members are encouraged to
utilise the resources available on safequarry.com, to remain alert and to
maintain their Covid-secure measures to reduce the potential for local
outbreaks and further restrictions.

Sustainability
2020 has been an exceptionally difficult year for our industry. With an international pandemic
affecting operations throughout the precast sector, many programmes within our Sustainability
Strategy and Charter scheme have been severely disrupted. Despite this, our sector remains on
course to achieve most of our Sustainability Strategy and Key Performance Indicators (KPI).

These achievements are due to the hard work and progress by
member companies to reduce carbon and eliminate material and
energy waste over the last 10 years, reaching most of our 2020
targets two years in advance:
•

Members’ precast factory carbon emissions have already dropped by
43% since we first launched the strategy in 2008.

•

Member companies’ manufacturing processes are becoming more
resource efficient, reducing water use by 40% and fossil fuel use by
26% since 2008.

•

Waste to landfill dropped by 95% since 2008.

We are already building on these achievements: This year, we published
our first ‘British Precast Water Policy’. In the UK the impacts of climate
change, population growth and land use change will have a profound
effect on how society values water as we move into the later part of
the 21st Century. It is vital that industries such as construction move
to sustainable water stewardship models and help to ensure secure,
safe water supplies for future generations. Through the efforts of
our membership and the commitments set out in the British Precast
Sustainability Charter, the precast sector has already seen a 40% drop
in water use over the last 10 years. However, we acknowledge more
can be done. British Precast, with the assistance of our Sustainability
and Environmental Committee (SEC) has drafted a Water Policy which
sets out a framework for more of our members to implement water
management policies of their own. The British Precast policy focusses on
Monitoring, Minimising and Prioritising the use of different water sources
and protection of the environment through good water stewardship.
The document offers an assessment of measurement and monitoring
of water consumption and water handling across different operations
within precast factories. Its scope extends beyond the factory gate and
suggests areas of guidance and demonstration of good practice in terms
of wider sustainable water management. The ‘British Precast Water Policy’
shares a consistent message with the wider Mineral Products Association
(MPA) Water Sustainability Strategy, published in 2017.
We have also published a Precast Factory Emergency and Preparedness
Protocol and Template to help member companies address, or
further improve, contingency plans and will soon publish a similar
Environmental Policy Template based on our existing sector policy.
Post 2020 Sustainability Strategy
British Precast, through the Sustainable Concrete Forum and the Precast
Sustainability & Environment Committee (SEC), is still working on the
post 2020 Sustainability Strategy and Charter. Unlike our current 20122020 Strategy, the new strategy will have a wider remit. It will not only
address the sustainability of concrete production but will also target
the contribution concrete can make to a sustainable built environment.
A wider consultation process is taking place with stakeholders at the
downstream of our supply chain. SEC will soon start looking at, and
assessing, a wide range of the targets and objectives proposed for the
period between 2020 and 2030. This year, the concrete and cement
sectors became the first in the industry to commit to, and introduce, a
Roadmap to Net Zero Carbon by 2050 which is a major component of
our post 2020 strategy. We have built on this by exploring interim targets

for precast products and processes in 2030 and 2040 including any post
factory gate objectives we can address. The publication of a number of
Government policy reports late last year, such as the long-awaited Energy
White Paper, should further inform our plans for post-2020 targets. Our
post-2020 sustainability strategy and Charter will be launched 2021.
In 2019 British Precast
updated ‘A Little Book of
Concrete’. The pocket-sized
book outlines what precast
concrete can offer the
architect, the engineer, the
client, the financier and the
insurer by summarising one
hundred advantages of using
the material. It is now the
turn of ‘The Little Green Book
of Concrete’ to receive an
update and help to outline
just how important precast
concrete can be in the battle
to reduce constructions
impact on the environment. The ‘Little Books’ have been so popular
that they are translated into multiple languages and accessed across
the world. This popularity means that for this update, British Precast are
teaming up with BIBM (European Federation for Precast Concrete) to
make sure that ‘The Little Green Book of Concrete’ applies Europe wide.
Before the COVID-19 pandemic climate change was, and possibly still is,
the greatest challenge our generation faces. Precast concrete can make a
positive contribution to the sustainability of our planet. ‘The Little Green
Book’ will cover a range of topics including precast concretes low carbon
footprint, resilience to climate change and its benefits to the local and
regional circular economy. We anticipate ‘The Little Green Book’ being
published early 2021.
Working with the downstream of our supply chain
We are now more involved with the downstream of our supply chain.
British Precast, and other organisations within MPA, are now active in
a wide range of sustainability and carbon reduction initiatives run by
architects, developers, asset owners and specifiers, such as the London
Energy Transformation Initiative (LETI) Carbon Prime Initiative and the
Green Construction Board (GCB) Infrastructure Low Carbon Concrete
Group (LCCG). This does not only enable us to work with the industry on
different means to reduce the carbon emissions but will also give us a
chance to inform the industry about efforts within our product sector to
address carbon and respond to misleading and inaccurate statements in
the media and trade press about concrete.
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Sustainability Charter
The British Precast Sustainability Charter was first introduced in 2007. It commits member
companies to go beyond legislation and take voluntary action to address 15 sustainability
principles in their manufacturing and management operations.

In 2014 we made the Charter a mandatory requirement for British
Precast membership. Members charter commitments are assessed
through an environmental auditing programme carried out through
contracted environmental assessors. The scheme has proved to be very
useful for many of our member companies. This year, our long-running
environmental auditing scheme has been severely disrupted by the
pandemic. As a temporary measure, all member companies’ certificates
have been extended to the end of 2020 with a plan in place to resume
companies’ and sites’ audits remotely later this year or in early 2021.
Sustainability Principles
Signatories of our current Sustainability Charter commit to the
following principles:
•

Develop products that improve the quality and sustainability of
the built environment.

•

Measure, report and improve performance on sustainability issues.

•

Manage all waste streams effectively and minimise waste disposal
to landfill.

•

Minimise pollution and emissions associated with production and
production and transportation.

•

Use energy more efficiently and minimise demand on mains
water supplies.

•

Use primary materials more efficiently and promote the use
of secondary materials.

•

Use water more efficiently and minimise demand on mains
water supplies.

•

Operate in a responsible manner to protect employees, contractors
and visitors.

•

Operate in an efficient and financially sustainable manner without
comprising legal, quality or sustainability principles.

•

Operate to the highest ethical standards necessary to develop a skilled
and competent workforce.

•

Operate to the highest quality standards necessary to satisfy customers
and consumers.

•

Protect and enhance the natural environment adjacent to or satisfy
customers and consumers.

•

Liaise effectively with local communities to foster mutual understanding
and respect.

•

Recognise that competition encourages the development of more
sustainable products and practices.

•

Work constructively with other organisations to deliver sustainable
policies and practices.

Post-2020 Sustainability Charter
Next year we intend to launch a new Sustainability Charter committing
members to a revised set of Sustainability Principles linked to our new
‘Concrete Industry Sustainable Construction Strategy’ and ‘UK Concrete
and Cement Roadmap to Beyond Net Zero’. Much has changed since
we last revised our Sustainability Charter in 2012. Aspects such as Net
Zero Carbon, reliance on fossil fuels, waste, biodiversity and Circular
Economy have gained significant importance in the last few years and
are becoming an integral of our business offering. The British Precast SEC
Committee will start working on a new Post-2020 Charter early next year.

British Precast, with the assistance of our Sustainability and
Environmental Committee (SEC) has published the 2020 Water Policy.

Technical
British Precast continues to be the recognised trade association representing the precast concrete product manufacturing
industry in the UK. Our unique position is maintained by representing our members and their interests on a range of
committees and working groups and by input to consultations, as well as placing members’ representatives into committees
and working groups where important collaborative technical and standards’ development work is undertaken.

With the continuing uncertainty that surrounds leaving the
European Union and ending of the transition period, our links with
BIBM, the Europe-wide Trade Association for precast concrete, and
the work through British Standards mirror committees feeding
into European standards’ committees strengthens our ability to
influence changes to both European and British standards, as well
as keeping members informed of the developing situation and
providing updates on proposed regulations such as the use of the
proposed UK quality mark, the ‘UKCA’ mark.
Technical work on product groups and industry sectors are directly
addressed by their product associations, with overarching issues for all
precast concrete product production such as the impact of standards for
constituent materials being dealt with by British Precast. This work mainly
revolves round British and European standards and building regulations
– all of which British Precast is a stakeholder in by mandate.
We share developed product specific generic Environmental Product
Declarations Standards (EPDs), an area which will heavily impact on
the future environmental competitiveness of our products and will
continue to provide updates and advice to members on methodology
and amendments to the EPD standards. British Precast and MPA are
withdrawing from the IBU EPD scheme and will introduce a different
arrangement using a tool widely used by architects and specifiers in
the UK known as ‘One Click LCA’. One Click LCA employ independent
verifiers and are currently seeking verification under BRE’s EPD scheme.
Unlike the current tool (known as Envision), all members of British Precast
will have free access to ‘One Click LCA’ and will be able to develop and
experiment with Association or individual company EPDs without any
involvement from British Precast staff.

British Precast continue to support our members by responding to
technical enquiries and maintaining an understanding of competitor
materials’ offerings to enable appropriate responses such as government
lobbying, influencing standards’ committees or by targeted marketing.
Our work in this area is further enhanced by ensuring our work dovetails
with that of The Concrete Centre on concrete performance and design,
the Mineral Products Association on constituent materials and with the
Construction Products Association for changes to building regulations
to ensure members are fully represented at all key stages in supply
chain specification.
Technical input to standards and regulations continue to feature heavily
in the near future particularly as the UK exits the European Union,
with additional requirements to standards resulting from European
Commission instructions on Regulated Dangerous Substances (RDS)
as well as Environmental and Sustainability specific changes expected
and the implementation of new and amended UK Regulations. These
changes will need to be communicated to members and their direct
and indirect customers and member involvement will ensure changes
are accommodated at the appropriate time.
We remain grateful to all our members who have helped with our
technical work over the past year and for their ongoing support.
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British Precast 2019 Awards
Awards winners were announced at the
2019 Annual Dinner, sponsored by CEMEX.

Project Award
Precast concrete is being used for many of the United Kingdom’s
most impressive infrastructure projects, and many innovative
and sustainable residential and commercial buildings for both
structural and architectural purposes.
Winner: Decomo UK – BBC Wales HQ
Located opposite Cardiff Central Station, the stunning new BBC
Cymru Wales Headquarters brings together a wide variety of
studio, administration and support spaces in a single building.
Precast concrete is utilised for the Wood Street and Marland Street
elevations to give a permanence and timelessness to the building,
reminiscent of the Portland stone used to construct Cardiff’s
historic civic ‘Bute’ buildings, and its use allowed the design team
flexibility on complex geometry such as curved panels with wave
pattern/profiles. Precast panels were chosen due to their ability
to be cast in large single span units to help express the verticality
of the cores and the office façade, with the BBC corner panel
measuring 3775mm x 7285mm. The manufacture of the curved
precast units was particularly challenging as the design asked for
an additional ribbed former. These were cast on large tilting beds
to ensure an even high-quality finish was achieved across the unit.

Project Award – BBC Wales HQ – Decomo

Innovation Award
All of the precast concrete sectors are at the forefront of the construction
industry in providing technological and digital developments to improve
productivity in this important manufacturing sector. The change is fuelled by
innovation, and it is important that we celebrate this success within our industry
and help to inspire others.
Winner: Stanton Bonna –
M6 Smart Motorway Construction
Stanton Bonna’s Aqua Slot Drain system was developed as a precast solution
to overcome issues created when using a cast in situ alternative. The Aqua Slot
Drain provides improved the certainty of programme outputs and reduced
congestion and vehicle throughput in the very constrained areas of highways
construction sites. Early engagement with the contractor was critical allowing
innovation through design, with the trapezoidal shape allowing larger pieces of
detritus to be pulled into the channel and creating excellent flow characteristics.
In a live highway environment where in situ concrete use can be delayed by the
weather, the Aqua Slot Drain units can be laid out in advance and installed by
a small team in most weather conditions. The rapid installation of the system
can achieve in excess of 150m per day per three-person team. The Slot Drain
takes away the surface water from the carriageway with no danger to motorists
unlike V channel systems which can be problematic in heavy rainfall or
frozen conditions.

Innovation Award – M6 Smart Motorway Construction – Stanton Bonna

British Precast 2019 Awards
The 2019 Awards were sponsored by
UK Cares, Chryso UK and Trimble Solutions.

Digital Transformation Award
A new category for the 2019 Awards, this recognises outstanding digital
transformation within member’s business processes and the importance of
improving digitalisation in the construction sector must not be underestimated.
The precast sector is at the forefront of the construction supply chain adding real
value by using a large range of digital processes, for design concepts, Building
Information Management, and offsite production including automation through
to onsite works.
Winner: Stanton Bonna – Automated Cutting Robot
Faced with a process involving long production lead times for its innovative
manhole base, Stanton Bonna invested in a digital technology solution that
facilitated a transformation in process, design, speed and quality to meet
customer needs. Using state of the art technology, Stanton Bonna’s Poly Robot
ensures the base channel design and pipe entry positions are honed to a precise
poly former profile in around 45 minutes. This used to take between 5 to 7 days
from external suppliers. Upon receiving customer details about the required
manhole base, the software creates automated instructions for the milling robot.
The software accompanying the robot also allows the technical team to view a
3D model of the manhole base as a supplementary design check.

Digital Transformation Award – Automated Cutting Robot
– Stanton Bonna

Future Leader Award
A new category introduced to recognise a younger
person that is progressing in their career to become
a future leader in our industry.
Winner: Harry Brown, FP McCann
Harry Brown joined the FP McCann team at Cadeby
late in 2017 as a 1st class honours graduate in
Forensics and Analytical Chemistry but having
had no prior precast concrete manufacturing
experience. Following his trial and induction
period, Harry was offered a Trainee Quality
Co-ordinators position under the guidance of
the Technical Manager. In less than 12 months
Harry has progressed from trainee QC to
performing the role of a deputy Quality Manager.
Key responsibilities now see Harry providing a
strong interface between the customer and FP
McCann’s manufacturing activities. Succession
plans within FP McCann will see Harry replacing
the current Quality Manger in under 2 years with
multi-operational responsibilities.

Future Leader Award winner – Harry Brown and his FP McCann colleagues

British Precast 2019 Awards
Health & Safety Award
Health & Safety remains of prime importance to all classes of the
membership of British Precast, with all Full Members being signatories
of the British Precast Health & Safety Charter who all pledge to reduce
accidents, both in terms of numbers and severity and to improve the
overall health & safety of all those involved in the precast concrete
industry. This Award showcases the commitment these organisations
have, to reducing the number and severity of incidents. Our Associate
Members are equally supportive of the aim for British Precast of causing
zero harm to all employees, customers, and the general public.
Their support of the Full Members in this respect is exemplary.
Winner >250 employees:
Creagh Concrete Products – Safe Erection of Precast Panels
Creagh Concrete identified that due to transportation/haulage
restrictions pre-cast panels weighing upwards of 10 Tonne that are
to be installed in the vertical orientation must be delivered in the
horizontal orientation. This then presented an issue where the traditional
method of pitching PCC Panels places excess stress on the face of
the PCC panels and with a plain concrete finish this causes problems
which would remain visible on the PCC Panel. Pitching tables generally
raise PCC panels from a flat position to the horizontal. This involves an
unnecessary operation and working at heights where the panels require
the attachment of lifting accessories and to do this requires someone to
operate a MEWP. To devise a new approach and mechanical solution an
internal multidisciplinary team was established which included Design
Engineers, Engineering Department, Health & Safety Department,
potential operators and Project Managers. The resulting vertical pitching
table means that the operative can complete the pitching process at a
safe distance outside the exclusion zone. The operative has full sight of
operations and can communicate with the crane operator at all times.
The Beacon on the unit ensures that people are alerted to the operation.
Health & Safety Award –- Safe Erection of Precast Panels –
Creagh Concrete Products

Healthy & Safety Award
Winner <250 employees: Brilliant Ideas –
The Safety Net Rescue System
After a tragedy on a construction site Brilliant Ideas recognised a very
serious deficiency in site safety plans relating to safety nets. If someone
has fallen into a safety net and is unable to retrieve themselves, say
they have had a cardiac arrest or fit or even just fell into the net and
broken an arm or leg then recovery from the safety net is a slow perilous
procedure. To overcome this problem the team at Brilliant ideas invented
the “SAFETY NET RESCUE SYSTEM”. The system includes a lightweight
inflatable airbag which has a parapet upstand incorporated on top of
the bag. This blows up separately and stays inflated to prevent roll out.
A battery powered air blower that can totally inflate the whole bag to a
recovery height of 2.5 metres in less than two minutes. A stretcher just
in case the victim has to be evacuated from the vicinity in an emergency
and items to cuts a victim free from the net.

Health & Safety Award – Safety Net Rescue System – Brilliant Ideas

British Precast 2019 Awards
Outstanding Contribution to Health & Safety
This award is presented to individuals or teams and recognises leadership, special
efforts, or significant contributions to improvements in health and safety in the
business or along the supply chain.
Winner: Chris Taylor, Stanton Bonna Concrete
Chris is a previous winner of this award, but his enthusiasm towards making
the work environment safer has not diminished and his contribution to health
& safety in the sector continues. Chris is actively focused on health and safety
impacts of activities across the supply chain, including those not performed or
controlled by Stanton Bonna. An excellent example of this is the invention of the
‘gully grab’ which is a lifting accessory used for loading and offloading gullies from
a trailer bed and eliminates a significant portion of risk to site-based employees.
Chris continues to work enthusiastically on many other varied health & safety
projects and continues to be seen as a torchbearer for proactively tackling
significant health & safety issues.

Outstanding Contribution to H&S award winner – Chris Taylor –
Stanton Bonna

Winner: Jonathan O’Coy, FP McCann
Better known as Joss, of FP McCann who is extremely respected at all of FP
McCann’s sites due to his communication skills and willingness to discuss safety
issues and offer solutions, praising individuals who are working safely which in
turn encourages individuals to continue in working in a safe manner. Joss has
been the driving force in the rolling out of FP McCann’s behavioural safety and
culture change initiative throughout the business where his expert analysis
of incident data and implementation of measures to ensure no repeats is of
significant benefit. Joss is also a vital participant in a number of British Precast
committees helping to spread best practice throughout the industry and the
judges believe that Joss should be commended for his overall dedication and
commitment to health & safety.

Outstanding Contribution to Sustainability award winner - Norman Richards and Outstanding Contribution to H&S award winner - Jonathan O’Coy

Outstanding Contribution to Sustainability
A special one-off Award to recognise the Outstanding Contribution to Sustainability
Winner: Norman Richards
Norman Richards has been within the precast industry for over 20 years originally trained as a marine biologist. Norman currently is the
longest serving member of the British Precast Sustainability & Environment Committee, joining first as an Environmental Manager for
Marley Precast in the 1990’s and then chairing that committee until 2001. Norman helped to develop the British Precast Sustainability
Strategy 13 years ago, as well as helping to set up and operate the British Precast Charter Scheme since 2007 and being responsible for
its operation and audit processes since 2008. Norman had a pivotal role in the Charters upgrade in 2013, following the “Raising of the
Bar” initiative, when sustainability auditing became an integral part of British Precast Membership.
Norman also helped the precast industry adopt the principles of Responsible Sourcing, supporting many precast businesses achieve
BES 6001 certification since 2010.

PRECAST 2020
Due to last year’s challenging circumstances the decision was taken to move the annual PRECAST event
online as a full weeklong programme of 10 webinars. This ambitious event should certainly be seen as a
success with close to 500 hundred people being involved in the webinar programme across the week.

The physical PRECAST show has always brought together our
members and associate members to explore opportunities and
address challenges for the sector. This year was no different with
strong attendance from the membership and a new webinar
format allowing connection with an even wider stakeholder base
including academics, designers, and contractors.
The format for the week revolved around ‘Themed Days’ with 5 key
topics. Day 1 looked at water management and included examples
of precast Sustainable Urban Drainage Systems (SUDS) and some
innovative uses of precast concrete for increasing biodiversity in
sea defence projects.
Sustainable homes was the theme for day 2 and with the country in the
midst of a housing crisis, the ability to build energy efficient, resilient
homes, at scale, pointed towards Modern Masonry construction.
Day three saw some of the largest audiences of the week giving a
clear indication of the importance of tackling climate change. The
message from the speakers was clear, focusing on whole life carbon,
utilising offsite manufacturing, and specifying sustainable concrete you
absolutely can save carbon from your construction projects now. Key
industry speakers also outlined the cement and concrete roadmaps to
net zero carbon by 2050.
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Day 4 focused on fire and the changing standards with the Fire
Protection Association (FPA) outlining their support for the ban on
combustible materials in the outer skin of high-rise buildings.
The week ended with innovations including 3D printing and assistance
for members in identifying grant funding opportunities. Day 5 also
saw 4 associate members giving presentations on their innovative
solutions to problems faced by precasters and construction
professionals. The inclusion of so many associates really helped the
week stay true to one of the core features that makes PRECAST such a
great event each year.
Despite the success of the virtual event it is important to recognise what
the event was lacking too. The missing piece of the jigsaw this year was
undoubtedly the lack of opportunity to meet friends and colleagues face
to face. The precast sector is tightknit and having that opportunity at
both PRECAST and the Annual Dinner to come together is one that we
hope to bring back in one form or another in future years.
British Precast would like to thank all our speakers, members and
delegates who helped make our first online PRECAST Week event a
great success.

Product Associations
British Precast members are eligible to join relevant product associations
which provide a forum to address issues for a product or range of products.
Their activities over the last year are reviewed in the following pages.

British Precast Architectural and Structural (BPAS) promotes both
architectural and structural precast products across all building
sectors, focusing on offsite construction/Modern Methods of
Construction benefits as well as more general properties such
as excellent performance characteristics in terms of acoustics, fire,
thermal mass and robustness.
During 2020, BPAS as an organisation has been working towards
conducting a fire test on a precast concrete cladding to help publicise
the fire credentials of concrete. Despite a delay in the programme it is
anticipated that BPAS will conduct a certified BS8414 Fire Test in the first
quarter of 2021 which will take place at the Fire Protection Association
(FPA) facility in Gloucestershire. BPAS will use the results as marketing
material, primarily a video, to communicate the fire safety benefits of
precast concrete cladding. It is envisioned that communication will be
coordinated with the material coming from UK Concrete on this topic.
Once the test has been completed, stakeholder engagement will focus
on the insurance sector with the aim of reducing premiums on buildings
using precast concrete. This will hopefully provide to be an excellent

The Precast Flooring Federation (PFF) promotes flooring products
across all building sectors, focusing on key benefits such as
precast flooring’s excellent performance characteristics in terms
of acoustics, fire, thermal mass and robustness, as well as speed
of construction.

example of how the collective action of the trade association can benefit
all members.
The BPAS newsletter has now reached its 10th edition. Recent editions
have been themed so that they can double as case study/technical
documents for certain product types and precast applications. The most
recent editions include stadia and education buildings, with the next
edition set to focus on site safety and COVID-19.
BPAS also has three published EPDs (acid etched concrete cladding,
brick-faced cladding and reinforced ground beam). A fourth EPD
(crosswall) is on hold awaiting a new version of the British Precast EPD
tool.
Looking ahead to 2021, the association will promote the benefits of
precast concrete not only to the architects and designers producing
buildings but also importantly to the insurance industry. The aim will
be to convey the message that specifying precast concrete de-risks a
development. This messaging will sit alongside promotion of precast
concrete as the logical choice for offsite construction/MMC.

Looking ahead to 2021, the association will focus on two specific areas
for marketing activity, the first being upper floors in housing and the
second being flooring on steel framed structures. It is hoped that
through targeted marketing in these areas precast flooring will be able
to achieve a greater market share.

The core of PFF membership continues to be the commitment to
comply with the Codes of Practice for both safe stressing and the safe
installation of precast concrete flooring and associated components.
These commitments provide a positive differentiator for PFF members
working in a marketplace that increasingly recognises the importance
of health & safety. In line with this core commitment PFF continued
a review of the Code of Practice for safe stressing which should be
completed in Q4 2020, following a second review of the draft document
by HSE. The focus on health & safety in 2020 continued with PFF creating
a set of ‘Golden Rules’ to help focus attention on H&S performance
and the MPA’s Fatal 6 with a handy flip out pamphlet that will be made
available to members of the association and wider supply chain in
due course.
The PFF now has two verified environmental product declarations
(EPDs), one for hollowcore flooring and a second for T-Beams.
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Product Associations

The British Precast Drainage Association (BPDA) represents a wide
range of precast concrete drainage products, from concrete pipes
and manholes, to box culvert units, precast concrete tanks and
other stormwater and sewerage solutions. The Association
re-elected Colin Richardson (Stanton Bonna Concrete Ltd.)
as Chairman in November 2019.
Following the publication of new sewers adoption guidance in April this
year, focus within the drainage sector has shifted to Sustainable Drainage
Systems (SuDS) where a wide range of precast drainage products can
help with the attenuation and infiltration of stormwater. BPDA was
already involved in a wide range of SuDS related initiatives across the
industry, including the CIRIA Susdrain PSG, British Water’s SuWM and
the Association of SuDS Authorities (ASA). A number of case studies,
demonstrating the value added by precast drainage solutions, were
prepared and published in the last 18 months. A new-format Newsletter
was introduced late last year, complemented with a series of monthly
e-Bulletins on SuDS and other industry topics.
BPDA started the process of updating the Technical Guide (for the
second time since 2018) following the publication of BS 9295 in
March this year. These changes are also expected to affect our current
online materials and cost calculators as new bedding factors, design
load factors and design methods need to be introduced. Further

amendments will also be expected in 2021 when the new BS 5911
standards will be published, introducing a new annex on concrete
drainage products’ water jetting requirements. BPDA have carried out
a number of water jetting tests to help build sufficient data to help
develop and support that new standard annex.
In the last 12 months we also published a new pocket guide on precast
base manhole installation and a couple of technical factsheets. We
also published our first Whole Life Carbon study assessing the carbon
footprint of concrete pipes against plastic alternatives. The publication
was supported by a series of blogs, two e-bulletins and significant social
media coverage. We currently plan to follow this with a wider carbon
initiative, building on the findings of that study and on the recently
published concrete & cement Roadmap to Net-Zero Carbon.
A few of our ambitious SuDS related projects had to be shelved or
postponed following the March lockdown. However, we intend to revive
these in 2021 to help build the case for precast SuDS solutions and
guide the drainage industry on how to best employ these solutions.
BPDA is making up for the lack of interaction and face-to-face meetings
with the industry by focussing more on social media activity. In this year
alone, we have posted well over 150 posts/tweets from our Twitter and
LinkedIn accounts and saw a significant increase in the follower base and
interaction with the industry.

Product Associations

Interpave is the Precast Concrete Paving and Kerb Association
promoting and developing the market for concrete block paving,
paving flags and kerbs ranging from domestic use, through
highways and commercial applications up to heavy duty industrial
applications, such as ports and harbours, for both conventional
and sustainable drainage systems.
Many digital publications continue to be produced by Interpave in
support of concrete block permeable paving, government guidelines
and changes to legislation aimed at using Sustainable Drainage Systems
(SuDS) to help prevent flooding. As part of its continued commitment
to supporting the wider modular paving industry, Interpave produces
regular e-bulletins to ensure that the latest information is available and
publicised alongside its website, which has a wide range of technical,
advisory and supportive marketing information designed to increase
acceptance of permeable systems and innovative paving solutions
amongst paving engineers. A community of approximately 1,000
receives the e-bulletins.

British Precast Affiliate - Interlay is the Association of Paving
Installers, an independent trade association of modular paving
installation contractors in the UK for both domestic and
commercial paving. Interlay provides members support on health
& safety issues relevant to the paving industry, technical matters,
updates on changes to rules and regulations, as well as other
industry news through their website newsletters and
members’ meetings.
Being fully committed to the effective training and competence of
installers and improving the quality of installation of their products,
Interlay members contributed to the development of the National
Highways Sector Scheme for paving, NHSS 30 – The Quality
Management of the Installation, Maintenance and Repair of Modular
Paving. The scheme aims to continually improve the installation,
maintenance and repair quality of modular paving constructions for

The Association was active in helping create the pervious pavements
chapter for the second edition of CIRIA’s ‘SuDS Manual’, recently
completed the revision of its own document – Design and Construction
of Concrete Block Permeable paving supplemented with updated
maintenance information, and will be leading the update to the
British Standard to align with best practice and the Interpave design
methodology. The Association continues to work on development of
standard paving design and installation standards with BSI to ensure
usability for both specifiers and installers and will update our design
guidance accordingly.
Interpave has a programme of engagement with Local and Regional
Authorities planned going into 2021 to help develop paving products
and systems that are sustainable, good for the environment, cost
effective, reliable and durable, and to maintain and grow the precast
concrete modular paving market. Interpave are also seeking to increase
the practical use of social media to highlight the many benefits of
our products.

all types of modular paving including concrete blocks, flags, kerbs and
ancillary products used in road construction. A dedicated internet hub
detailing the training and support available to installers is hosted and
maintained by Interlay (www.interlay.org.uk/nhss30) and Highways
England require the use of registered installers ahead of nonregistered
ones wherever available. The Scheme also aims to provide an industry
benchmark, ensuring project processes are planned well and use
competent installers, verified by vocational qualifications and supported
by the introduction of a CSCS card provided by LISS focusing on
continuous improvement, quality of installation and reduced ongoing
costs for both clients and suppliers. The scheme was developed by a
dedicated technical advisory committee which included representatives
from across the paving sector including clients, contractors,
manufacturers, suppliers, trade associations, training organisations and
certification bodies, with Interlay providing the Secretariat and
logistical support.
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Product Associations

The Aircrete Products Association (APA) H&S Committee positively
developed over 2019 with clear objectives and supporting output
for development in 2020 with financial backing. Unfortunately, due
to current circumstances, the planned Health & Safety guidance is
on hold until member practice is back to full capacity.
Guidance will focus on four target subjects of Aircrete specific
Health & Safety:
1.

Isolation

2.

Loading/Unloading and Load Security of Aircrete

3.

Storage and Stacking of Aircrete

4.

Falls from Height

The APA Technical Committee is active in protecting the interests of
UK Aircrete producers in product, sustainability and design standards.
Recent progressions and influence includes providing input into
the Building Regulations Part F and L and Future Homes Standard
Consultation – England and Wales, due for implementation in 2021.

CEN, BSI and Eurocode 6 work continues with reviews on structural
design and workmanship. Work is also being continued alongside the
European Autoclaved Aerated Concrete Association (EAACA). The APA is
looking to utilise a new amended Environmental Product Declarations
(EPD) European Standard that brings in ‘end of life’ which means Masonry
starts to get a level playing field with timber. Some projects were put
on hold in 2020 including the Approved Document A extension of
maximum unrestrained wall length from 9m to 12m - this work is likely
to be undertaken with Lucideon.
The APA website is now primary source for Aircrete specific, high
performance constructive details which were created alongside the BBA
and RDL. A further addition to the APA website are the Aircrete Product
Information Infographics which have also been shared on social media
and distributed to members for their own use.
The APA Marketing Committee work with Modern Masonry (MM) to
promote Masonry solutions. APA were represented via MM at the NHBC
Building for Tomorrow 2020 events.

The Concrete Block Association (CBA) is an ongoing and notable
success which continues to develop. The product group has an
extensive and supportive membership within a competitive
sector of the industry and continues to fund and support Modern
Masonry (MM).

CBA Marketing Committee continue to evolve strategy with focus on
high volume housebuilding. Due to the ongoing situation, advertising in
construction publications is on hold. In preparation to restart advertising
in 2021, CBA have appointed a design agency to refresh all adverts of
which there will be 5 in total ready to roll out a fresh campaign.

Gerry Pettit provides leadership to the CBA Technical Committee which
also has direct involvement in the CBA marketing campaigns to continue
to develop output while maintaining the extensive technical information
available through the website and adverts. A technical helpline is
provided by CBA with a rotation of members handling enquiries.

In 2019 the CBA PR Campaign was nominated for PR Campaign of the
Year at the Construction Marketing Awards. CBA looked to continue
momentum but was forced to reduce the service level with Think Tank
due to the ongoing situation. CBA still have provided 34 articles in 2020
with an estimated reach of 2.7million in various publications including
Housebuilder and Developer, Showhouse and Builders Merchants
Journal. Full coverage is set to resume in the 2021.

Ongoing CBA Technical work:
•
CBA had input into the review Building Regulations Part F and L and
Future Homes Standard Consultation – England and Wales, due for
implementation in 2021
•

CEN/TC351 Regulated Dangerous Substances leaching tests is currently
under development. These tests for substances which emanate from
construction products during use or at end of life when recycled.

•

CBA work closely on British Standards with the BSI recently publishing a
revised version of BS 8000-3 ‘Workmanship on Construction Sites Part 3:
Masonry — Code of practice’.

•

Works that have been put on hold in 2020 include the Approved
Document A extension of maximum unrestrained wall length from 9m
to 12m - this project is likely to be undertaken with Lucideon.
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As part of the membership at the National Self Build and
Renovation Centre, CBA now have their very own profile page on
the NSBRC website.
With support from CBA, Modern Masonry attended the NHBC Building
for Tomorrow events in 2020.

Modern Masonry
Modern Masonry is a body that seeks to ensure developers and designers, customers and occupants understand the benefits
of masonry solutions. It provides guidance on design of Masonry and furnishes Government and influencing organisations
with the evidence of how Masonry can contribute to a sustainable built environment.

Modern Masonry (MM) is supported by the Aircrete Products
Association (APA), Concrete Block Association (CBA) and MPA
Mortar and Brick Development Association (BDA).
Members and their respective product groups seek to maximise the use
of Masonry, focusing on new build housing extolling the performance
benefits of Masonry:
•
•
•
•
•

Flood Resilience
Low Fire Risk
Reduced Overheating Risk through Thermal Mass
Sustainability
Whole-life Performance

Masonry construction is the tried and tested method for our homes
and represents the vast majority of new house builds in the UK. Modern
Masonry helps and informs self-builders, developers, architects, students
and builders merchants to enable them to achieve the best build based on
speed, cost, sustainability and performance.
Liaisons continue with the Home Builders Federation, Homes England
and Royal Institute of Chartered Surveyors. Modern Masonry continues
membership of the Good Homes Alliance and Recycling & Environmental
Action Planning Society. The ongoing working relations with the National
House Building Council continues to strengthen after providing strong
representation for the review of Technical Standards Part 6.1, providing a
seminar speaker and exhibiting at NHBC Building for Tomorrow 2020 events
and becoming a partner with the NHBC new onsite training initiative, the
‘Brick and Block Laying Hub’.
The planned 2020 Technical Project was to carry out a construction site
waste study to supply an accurate, updated figure to the industry. A report
done by WRAP in 2010 suggests Masonry wastage of 20% on construction
sites and this figure is widely used and referenced which is not good for our
industry, with a perceived wider environmental impact. The Construction
Products Association have created a brief for the study and the REAP
Society with the assistance of Kathrine Adams and Charlie Law who are
both consultants specialising in sustainable construction solutions, will lead
the study. Due to the ongoing situation, the study is on hold until 2021.

Homes Standard, Part L, SAP 11 and the National Design Plan. MM exhibited
at all 5 events in 2020 allowing delegates to continue conversations and ask
questions between, pre and post presentation. Data sticks were handed out
to most delegates which were pre-loaded with all MM member datasheets.
Modern Masonry secured the Sustainable Homes day at Precast 2020
utilising industry contacts to provide a seminar session and case study.
Geoff Mann, NHBC Industry Training Manager provided an insight into and
member opportunity to partner with the NHBC Brick and Block Laying Hub.
This newly launch NHBC initiative demonstrates the social sustainability
credentials of providing sustainable, on the job training for local talent
who gain a sustainable skillset which ensures sustainable employment
while utilising local, sustainable products to provide much needed local,
sustainable homes. Geoff discussed how the NHBC and partners are firmly
addressing the need to develop the opportunities to have a sustainable
career, assisting the industry to meet the skills shortage. This is personified
even more so with unemployment rates rising combined with the need
for good quality housing also rising. The main focus is sustainable skills
but these skills are utilising readily available, sustainable materials such as
Bricks and Blocks. These local materials come with a low carbon footprint to
produce homes and buildings with whole-life performance benefits such
as, fire resistance, flood resilience, excellent acoustic performance, durability
and thermal mass ensuring new homes are as efficient as possible and are
built to last many, many generations.
It is all circular… Sustainable Skills + Sustainable Materials =
Sustainable Homes!
Modern Masonry successfully completed a new Masonry installation at
the National Self Build and Renovation Centre in late 2019. MM has also
renewed its membership at the NSBRC and now has its very own profile
page on the NSBRC website. Information wall boards are due to be
renewed and are currently in the design stage.
Chris Stanley – Housing Manager
Modern Masonry

A major part of the Modern Masonry strategy is to reach our intended
audience at all levels from self-builders to national housing developers.
This marketing is done through publications and events which continue to
develop. MM marketing is supported by APA, CBA, MPA Mortar and BDA.
Despite the event programme being cut short due to the ongoing
situation, Modern Masonry successfully participated at the NHBC Building
for Tomorrow 2020 events focusing on Managing Milestones, Meeting
Expectations and Maximising Quality. MM shared a seminar session
with the BDA who focused on quality of workmanship, tolerances and
finishes. MM focused on the possible effects and influence of Part L 2020
on Masonry homes and what homes could look like following The Future
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The Concrete Centre

Concrete, Concrete, Concrete
As we reflect on 2020, we have learnt that things can change and
quickly. The Concrete Centre started the year with its usual events
programme, a Concrete Elegance lecture, technical webinars,
and a successful exhibition at Futurebuild at the ExCel in London but
just a few weeks after Futurebuild, the ExCel was a Nightingale hospital
and the country was in lockdown. The Concrete Centre events
programme was quickly moved online and delegate numbers and
visitors to our website rocketed. To respond to the changing needs of
designers, The Concrete Centre launched the Sustainability Series –
a mix of live events, Q&As, workshops as well as an online hub of
useful resources including on-demand webinars and guidance at
www.concretecentre.com/sustainabilityseries
This year has also seen an abundance of three-word slogans, a reminder
of the importance of keeping messages simple. The Concrete Centre has
always aimed to provide best practice guidance in easy to use formats,
written in plain English and this year we have launched several new
resources for designers. New bitesize videos and webinars provide a
10-minute update on topics are now available on YouTube and LinkedIn
as well as on the website.
Also launched in 2020, a new version of The Concrete Centre tool
– Concept. This simple tool for designers enables the comparison
of concrete frame options based on embodied carbon, cost and/or
programme. Concept v4 only requires basic Excel skills, and a full user
guide is provided to enable users to input their own cost and carbon
data - www.concretecentre.com/Concept
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Looking forward to 2021, the specification landscape will continue
to change at a pace that is unlikely to slow. Our society and built
environment face challenges that are complex, and part of the response
will be the expected updates to building regulations, the Building Safety
Bill, the Environment Bill as well as carbon benchmarking being created
by influential specifier groups such as RIBA, LETI and GCB.
The current focus is on saving carbon now – a shift from minimising
operational or in use carbon, where thermal mass plays a beneficial
role, to a focus on embodied carbon – the carbon associated with the
manufacture of a product.
The focus going forward should be the whole-life credentials of
new construction. These are the impacts over a building’s lifetime
and beyond, including materials extraction, product miles during
construction, operation, maintenance, and recyclability following
demolition. Few would disagree with the merits of this comprehensive
approach, although it is not a practice routinely applied in the design
and construction of new homes and buildings – at least not yet.
The scope also needs to be broader than carbon impacts alone.
Determining a building’s whole-life sustainability also involves improving
the length of its lifetime. Keeping resources in use for as long as possible
is an important tenet of the circular economy. The key is to use locally
available, responsibly sourced, non-combustible construction materials –
so concrete, concrete, concrete.
Claire Ackerman – Director
The Concrete Centre

UK Concrete

The Challenge for Concrete
With carbon emissions at the top of the global political agenda and
public consciousness, the scrutiny on our industry has never been higher.
We therefore need to demonstrate that the UK concrete and cement
sectors are proactively tackling greenhouse gas emissions
and that in the future concrete can and will be part of a net-zero
carbon society.
To meet this challenge, it is critical that our industry adopts a clear
set of messages to promote the benefits of concrete and dispel any
misconceptions our audiences might have, to reshape their opinions
on a material they may have thought they knew all too well. This is the
role of UK Concrete, part of the Mineral Products Association (MPA).
In February 2020, UK Concrete launched with its handbook of six
key messages.
UK concrete is…
•

Essential for our economy, homes, buildings, infrastructure and quality
of life.

•

Sustainable, local and responsibly sourced.

•
•
•
•

Protecting people and properties against fire, flooding and other threats.
Tackling climate change and key to a net zero carbon economy.
Innovating to meet the future needs of society.
Enabling great design that enhances our communities.

The handbook and new website at www.thisisukconcrete.co.uk provide
case studies and perspectives that demonstrate the credentials of the
industry and the products that are UK Concrete.

Our industry also takes its environmental obligations extremely seriously
and is committed to being part of a net zero carbon society. In October
2020, UK Concrete launched the Roadmap to Beyond Net Zero which
shows seven technology levers and the potential carbon savings that can
be achieved, delivering a UK Concrete industry that is net negative by
2050 removing more carbon dioxide from the atmosphere than it emits
each year. This builds on the considerable early joint action including
investment in fuel switching, changes in product formulation, and energy
efficiency including plant rationalisation, its direct and indirect emissions
are 53% lower than 1990 - decarbonising faster than the UK economy as
a whole.
UK Concrete would encourage all members to read through these
materials and use the content to support your own communications
efforts and to engage with us and other key stakeholders. UK Concrete
would also urge members to follow, share and engage with our Twitter
and LinkedIn feeds and spread the campaign. To further maximise
momentum and awareness of UK Concrete please encourage
stakeholders, clients and employees to visit the thisisukconcrete.co.uk
website and share the link where appropriate, for example on social
media, external correspondence and in relevant marketing materials.
UK concrete is essential, sustainable, protecting people, innovating,
helping to tackle climate change and enabling great design.
Chris Leese – Director
MPA UK Concrete
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Mineral Products
Association, BIBM & CPA

Since its formation in 2009, the Mineral Products Association
(MPA) has established itself as the sectoral voice of the mineral
products and quarrying industry, with a growing membership of
520 companies throughout the UK including 9 major international
and global businesses. This ‘family’ of common interests relies
on close working relationships with MPA’s affiliated members in
MPA Northern Ireland, MPA Scotland, British Precast, the British
Association of Reinforcement, the Cementitious Slag Makers
Association, the UK Quality Ash Association and Eurobitume UK.
A strength of the MPA model is the union of thinking and dialogue
which enables a common approach to strategic issues to be taken,
whilst accommodating local approaches within the devolved
administrations. Key issues such as Health & Safety, Resource use,
Legislation and Regulation, Taxation, Technical Standards, Carbon
Reduction, Sustainability, Fire Resistance and Biodiversity require a
common response if the industry is to be recognised as being coherent,
competent and contemporary.
As we are the construction industry’s biggest supplier it is important
that we are well organised, engaged and delivering. As we improve our
understanding of the significance of our sector, we must communicate
that message effectively to key stakeholders using conventional
publications, advocacy and social media. The introduction of UK Concrete
as the vehicle to promote the ‘big picture’ items such as Fire, CO2,
Sustainability and that most products produced locally within the UK is
an exciting venture. The recent publication of the impressive Roadmap to
Net-Zero Carbon and Beyond document is the first in the robust defence
of our industry.

hard evidence there is no opportunity to significantly influence public
policy. There is strong evidence to suggest that the role and significance
of the sector is being recognised, but the process is not made any easier
with so much change and loss of expertise within and across the face
of Government and its agencies. MPA data and evidence becomes ever
more important as funding for many of the traditional sources of data is
cut. We are therefore increasing our capacity and capabilities to ensure
that we are well-placed to protect members’ interests as best we can.
MPA has developed its ambitions and vision for 2025 as part of the
publication of its Charter. This will be the vehicle that helps shape how
the industry wants to be perceived and do justice to a great industry
which needs to be attractive to the brightest and best of the current
and next generation of young people looking to invest their careers.
We are living in an era where skills shortages are becoming increasingly
evident and the presumption is that all work is inside and electronically
based. This is an important agenda which affects all members to some
degree across the UK, particularly once we have left the EU. As the largest
production industry in the UK involving ‘all the talents’ and ‘all the sciences’
we have so much to offer. Being ubiquitous, local, and covering so many
disciplines, how can we not be attractive!
As MPA has grown it has developed a clear and shared agenda to protect
its members’ interests with an unambiguous, aligned and stronger voice.
British Precast is a dynamic and active player in the MPA family and the
views of its members add real value to the development of the industry
and its relationships with key stakeholders. The union we are privileged to
work with reflects the inherent diversity of its membership which, when
harnessed for the common good, is a powerful force.

Ensuring that we are evidence based and able to provide reliable
and quality data and information covering all of our key issues is vital.
Passionate assertion has a role to play in ‘catching attention’, but without

Nigel Jackson – Chief Executive
Mineral Products Association

British Precast Concrete Federations membership of BIBM - the panEuropean precast federation, allows liaisons on legislative and policy
issues common to the wider cement and concrete industry alongside
the other member countries and members of the European Concrete
Platform. British Precast are active in the BIBM Technical and Sustainability
commissions and has input on activities of the Marketing commission.

Full and Associate British Precast members are able to access full
membership benefits from the CPA with their own login details for
the CPA website. Other benefits include weekly email updates,
economic and industry reports, construction forecasts and priority
for CPA event bookings.
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Full Members List
ABM Precast Solutions Limited

E & JW Glendinning Limited

Naylor Concrete Products Limited

Aggregate Industries (UK) Limited

Elite Precast Concrete Limited

Newlay Concrete

Anderton Concrete

Evans Concrete Products/ Shay Murtagh Group

Patersons of Greenoakhill Ltd

Banagher Precast Concrete Ltd

F P McCann Limited

Plasmor Limited

Barcon Systems Limited

Forticrete Limited

Robeslee Concrete Company Limited

Besblock Limited

H+H UK Limited

S Morris Limited

Breedon Northern Ltd

Hillhouse Quarry Group Ltd

Skene Group Construction Services Ltd

Brett Landscaping & Building Products

Ibstock Concrete

Specialist Precast Products

Broome Bros (Doncaster) Limited

Interfuse Limited

Stanton Bonna Concrete Limited

Castle Construction Products Ltd

Jordan Concrete Ltd

Sterling Services Limited

CEMEX

JHK Drainage Units Limited

Supreme Concrete Limited

Charcon Construction Solutions

Laird Bros (Forfar) Ltd

Tarmac Building Products Ltd

CCP Building Products Ltd

Lignacite (Brandon) Ltd

Techrete Limited

Cornish Concrete Products Limited

Longley Concrete Ltd

Thakeham Tiles Limited

Craven Concrete

Mannok

Thorp Precast Limited

Creagh Concrete Products Limited

Mansfield Sand Company (Brick Division)

Topflight Precast

Cross Concrete Flooring Ltd

Marshalls CPM

Townscape Products Limited

Decomo UK Limited

Marshalls plc

TT Concrete Products Limited

Delta Bloc UK Limited

Mona Precast (Anglesey) Limited

WDL (Concrete Products) Ltd

Associate Members List
Adfil Construction Fibres

ERICO Europe b.v.

Pemat UK

Adomast Manufacturing Ltd

Euro Accessories Limited

PERI Ltd

Arcelor Mittal Sheffield Ltd

Fosroc International Limited

Pinnacle Infotech Limited

B&B Attachments Ltd

GCP Applied Technologies Ltd

Polarmatic Oy

BDS Marketing Research Ltd

Graceland Fixing Ltd

Precast Concrete Structures Limited

Beresford's Flooring Ltd

Guard Industry

Precast Construction Technology Ltd

Besser Company

Halfen Limited

Precast New Zealand Incorporated

Beton Machinery Sales

Hanson Cement Limited

Precast/Prestressed Concrete Institute

Bianchi Casseforme SRL

Hickman & Love (Tipton) Ltd

Probst Handling Equipment

BRE Centre for Innovative Construction Materials
(University of Bath)

Inform UK Ltd

Procter Johnson

Breedon Cement Ltd

Inter-Minerals

Progress Group

Builders Merchants Federation

Invisible Connections

PUK Ltd

Cambrian Services Limited

J & P Building Systems Limited

Resiblock Ltd

Canadian Precast Institute

Kingston University

RFA-Tech Ltd

Caswick Ltd

KVM Industrimaskiner A/S

Roche Manufacturing Ltd

Cathay Industries (UK) Ltd

Lanxess Ltd

S and B EPS Ltd

CDS Curing T/A Ceramic Drying Systems Ltd

Larsen Building Products

Schöck Ltd

Cement and Concrete Association of New Zealand

Leading Edge Management

SDG

Cenin Limited

Leca Danmark A/S

Sicoma S.V.R.

Christeyns UK Ltd

Leeds Oil + Grease Co. Ltd (LOGCO)

SIKA Ltd

Chryso UK Ltd

Longrake Spar Co Ltd

Simply Precast Accessories Ltd

ClarkeConsult

Loughborough University

Spiroll Precast Services Ltd

Command Alkon UK Ltd

Lytag Ltd

Strusoft UK

Concrete Manufacturers Association - South Africa

Mapei UK Ltd

T3

Concrete Technology Ltd

Martek Industries Ltd

Tarmac Cement & Lime Limited

Conspare Ltd

Master Builders Solutions

Tarmac Trading Limited

Construction Fixing Systems Ltd

Max Frank Ltd

Trelleborg Pipe Seals

Construction Systems Marketing UK Ltd

Megasteel Ltd

Trimble Solutions (UK) Ltd

Construx

Mentor Training Solutions Ltd

UK Certification authority for Reinforcing Steels (Cares)

Coote Engineering Ltd

Miers Construction Products ltd

University College London

Cordek Limited

Moulded Foams Ltd

University of Brighton

CPI Worldwide

N R Richards Associates Ltd

University of Dundee

Doncaster College

National Precast Concrete Association Australia

University of Nottingham

Dundee College

National Precast Concrete Association USA

University of Sheffield

Dywidag-Systems International

Net-Temps Ltd

University of Surrey

E3 Recruitment

O.C.O. Technology Ltd

University of Teesside

Ecocem Ireland Ltd

Orlimex UK Ltd

University of the West of England

Ecoratio Ltd

Parex Ltd

University of the West of Scotland

EKC Systems Ltd

Patterns and Moulds Ltd

Wincanton

Elematic Oyj

PCE Limited

Yara UK Ltd

Elkem Materials Ltd

Peikko UK Ltd
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Unit 46, Colbourne Avenue, Nelson Park, Cramlington, Northumberland NE23 1WD

Building knowledge
for success
www.bdsmarketing.co.uk

ukorders@chryso.com

For further information, contact
Andy Sales at (01761) 433035 or
andy.sales@bdsmarketing.co.uk
BDS Marketing Research (QMJ) Ltd,
7 Regent Street,
Nottingham
NG1 5BS

THE SERVOPAC® FAMILY
Responsive. Reliable. Versatile.
+1.989.354.4111 | besser.com | Local Contact: Mike Munro | Talk/text: +44 7852 683373

CLASSIC

SELECT

BDS is the leading
marketing and research
consultancy in the minerals,
waste and heavy building
materials industries with
nearly 30 years’ experience
of your markets.
We are able to meet all of
your marketing needs.

PREMIER

bandbattachments.com

construx.eu
construx.eu

Hulste
 Genk
 Roeselare

Boortmeerbeek
Hulste
 Genk
 Roeselare
Boortmeerbeek Veenendaal
Veenendaal(NL)
(NL) Boekarest
Boekarest(RO)
(RO)
Precast Moulds & On-Site Formwork

construx.eu
Hulste  Genk  Roeselare  Boortmeerbeek  Veenendaal (NL)  Boekarest (RO)

+325656727247479393 info@construx.eu
info@construx.eu
+32

+32 56 72 47 93  info@construx.eu

construx.eu

CONCRETE
PLANT
INTERNATIONAL

Fire resistant concrete sandwich walls?

TRADE JOURNALS FOR THE CONCRETE INDUSTRY

www.cpi-worldwide.com

NEWS
CONCRETE TECHNOLOGY
CONCRETE PRODUCTS
CONCRETE PIPES & MANHOLES
PRECAST CONCRETE
READYMIX CONCRETE
EVENTS

EURO

ACCESSORIES

01270 90 20 20
info@euroacc.co.uk

No problem.
Contact CSM to learn more
Email: sales@csm-uk.co.uk
Tel: +44 (0) 1246 853528

NEW!

Renderoc FCR

600mm Centres

Patented design allows pins to be placed up to
600mm centres.

No Preparation

No Insulation panel preparation required, pins push
easily through the insulation.

Fast repair / appearance improvement
of precast concrete elements
during manufacture

Circular Cross Section Design

Designed with a circular cross sectional area to
ensure their load capacity remains the same no
matter the orientation.

Designing with NirvanaTM

The Nirvana system has highly experienced
engineering team to offer pin placement designs.

Copyright ©, EA 2020

NIRVANA INSULATION & PINS

Fosroc International Limited
enquiryuk@fosroc.com
www.fosroc.com

Associate Members and Partners Adverts

Your Solutions Partner

®

Operational Efficiency | Sustainability | Materials Management

ADVA® CAST

DARASET®

PIERI®

High-range Water Reducers

Set Accelerators

Architectural Products

gcpat.uk

01480 478 422

PUT YOUR PROJECT ON
FIRM FOUNDATIONS
WITH J&P
• NEW Design Software for
PFEIFER PCC Column Shoe

QUALITY COLOURS.

Download further
information here

• NEW ETA 18/0785 for
PFEIFER PCC Column Shoe

A global benchmark in
inorganic pigments.

• ETA 16/0868 for
PGS/G1-K Foundation Anchor

www.bayferrox.com phone: 01283 714200

J&P Building Systems Ltd.
01844 215 200 www.jp-uk.com

An unrivalled choice of specialist sands and decorative
chippings providing natural aesthetic qualities with
key attributes ideal for use in precast concrete.

01629 636 210

www.longrakespar.co.uk

sales@longrakespar.co.uk

EBS-260 Handheld Inkjet Printer
Print directly onto concrete, metal, timber,
plastic.... virtually anyting
Tel: 01543 502202
handjet.co.uk sales@handjet.co.uk
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A faster, safer, and more efficient
way to design and build
Reasons to choose composites
6 x Lighter than steel

2.5 x stronger than steel
Resistant to Corrosion
Non-magnetic
Dielectric
Low cost for transport

Highly resistant to chemicals

www.orlitech.co.uk
info@orlitech.co.uk
Contact: Chris Hirst
0151 363 7612

Many of our solutions are already
compatible with circular economy
principles. In addition, we provide
DELTABEAM® Green which cuts CO2
emissions by up to 50%. Lightening
environmental footprint - together
www.peikko.co.uk

Design solutions
for construction
A few of the clients we work with
British Precast, Mineral Products Association,
Modern Masonry & Concrete Block Association
Recent project
PRECAST2020 online branding & events website
pixelprimate.com | hello@pixelprimate.com | 0116 216 8117

Websites • Brochures • Technical Designs • Videos

MOISTURE CONTROL MADE
VECTORWORKS EDUCATIONAL VERSION
EASY FOR YOU
Polarmoist Optical
Moisture Sensors
Now available at our webshop:

shop.polarmatic.com

PRECAST SOLUTIONS
T: 0113 270 1221 E: enquiries@spiroll.co.uk
www.spiroll.co.uk

WWW.POLARMATIC.COM

From design
to reality

NitCal

®

Quicker, tougher, and more sustainable
Together we are shaping a smarter
future for construction.

www.tekla.com/uk/solutions
TRANSFORMING THE WAY THE WORLD WORKS

• Setting accelerator
• Corrosion inhibitor
• Reduce CO2 footprint
For information contact: adam.reid@yara.com www.yara.co.uk/nitcal

Published 2020 © British Precast
British Precast is the trade association for precast concrete manufacturers and
members of the supply chain.
British Precast is affiliated to the Mineral Products Association, the trade association
for the aggregates, asphalt, cement, concrete, dimension stone, lime, mortar and
silica sand industries.
www.britishprecast.org

British Precast
The Old Rectory
Main Street
Glenfield
Leicestershire
LE3 8DG
Tel:
0116 232 5170
Email: info@britishprecast.org
Web: www.britishprecast.org

